
Interview Assessment #2 
 

Name of Professional: Victor Aquino 
 
Profession or Title: Pediatrics Hematology/Oncology, M.D. 
 
Company: UT Southwestern Medical Center 
 
Date of Interview: 10/15/2020 
 

My second interview was with Dr. Aquino, who works at UT Southwestern Medical Center. He is 
a doctor in the department of Pediatrics and specializes in treating hematology/oncology. My goals for 
this interview were to learn about how pediatrics and hematology might differ from oncology. I wanted to 
be able to compare how a pediatric oncologist’s work was with that of an oncologist.  

One of the most memorable moments of the interview was when Dr. Aquino talked about the 
things that he perceived as the most rewarding parts of his job. He said that getting to cure kids of cancer, 
working in a field that is almost constantly evolving, and being able to train new oncologists were the 
most rewarding parts because he enjoys working with children and parents. This is something that is quite 
important to consider, especially when you are looking to go into a job where you have to interact with 
lots of people. Building communication and leadership skills and being able to contribute in the hospital 
environment are things that are very important to look out for. I will have to start practicing these skills 
more. Something that I learned  through this interview that I didn’t even think about at all before was 
work hours. Dr. Aquino said that something that he was not expecting going into pediatric oncology was 
to have very long work hours. Sometimes you might have to work 80-150 hours a week, because of night 
calls, weekend calls, unexpected shifts and other possibilities. That could mean missing out on important 
family events sometimes, because of the time commitment. This fact really shocked me, because I hadn’t 
thought that oncologists would have to be on-call as much or work for long hours.  

One thing that I thought was really interesting to know about is that Dr. Aquino participates in a 
lot of activities besides just pediatric oncology. He explained that he works at an outpatient clinic 
sometimes, is part of the Children’s Oncology Group, the Data Safety Management Committee, and 
actively participates in other national academic research projects. He also conducts clinical research, and 
teaches residents. There are so many different ways to get involved in research groups for oncology. Dr. 
Aquino is very passionate about what he does because he works towards making a difference in any way 
he can towards cancer research. Something to take away from this is that participating in organizations 
definitely does help because you also get to learn more. I will find ways to apply this to my academic 
career as well.  

I learned about some common procedures such as a bone marrow biopsy, which is used to test if a 
patient has leukemia. Another procedure is a spinal tap, in which spinal fluid is collected to search for 
cancer. I also learned about measures that are taken to minimize the chances of complications arising. 
Some of these are checking the blood count, using smaller needles, and trying to prevent the 
complications altogether. The reasons that there is so much room for complication is due to the high doses 
of medicine from the technology used, immune system complications, donors that do not match correctly, 
and many other factors. Learning about these risks as well as the measures taken to prevent them is very 
helpful because I know where to start looking for information about how to evaluate treatments based on 



each individual patient. This interview was incredibly helpful and I made lots of connections between 
things I already knew and things I want to find more information about.  


