
I completed my Original Work project recently, and through completing it, there were a lot of
things that I learned. I learned about my topic, which was obvious, but I also learned so much
about how to plan and prepare for creating projects like this. I realized that there is actually
much more that goes into creating such a big project than I originally thought there would be.
First, I came up with the idea of evaluating medicines after I read a lot about how much people
could be affected by a lot of factors while getting treatments for their oncologic/hematologic
conditions. There was a large possibility for complications to arise, and one of the main things
that I wanted to find out was which treatments could be useful for which patients, and why. I
thought that this could be used to provide information to people who didn’t know much about
treatment options, and it could also reduce the risk of complications during treatment.

After coming up with this idea, I tried to find ways that I could present my research. I
wasn’t sure if I would end up creating some type of informational poster, or if I would end up
sticking to just a research report. I decided on creating a research report, because I thought that
it would be the most easy way to present my findings. If I had used an informational poster, I
probably would not have had enough space to present all the information. Next, I had to narrow
down a specific topic, because it would be very difficult to evaluate a lot of medicines for
conditions. I decided to narrow my focus to hematology, and I chose to research a select
number of conditions within hematology, and how they impacted people differently. I looked for
resources on various websites and databases, and I used most of my information for research
from databases like MackinVia, Google Scholar, and other published medical journals that I
found online.

I did some basic research on some hematologic conditions and found how they affected
people. Then, I found out about the treatments used for those conditions, and why or why not
they helped certain people. I wanted to find patient data of treatments that have been used, but I
initially had trouble finding patient data. I ended up looking at a specific drug trial, and I drew
conclusions from that data. In evaluating the data, I wanted to look for any interesting things that
stood out from the data. I found some things that seemed to stand out, so in my report, I
suggested adding or creating a new study that addressed these aspects.

For example, one of the things that I found was that some people who took Hemlibra, a
drug to treat hemophilia A, had better results when they used it for some amount of time, but
people who used it much more often didn’t have as good results as did the people who used it
for less time. There was some sort of margin, where people who used it a moderate time, not
too less or too much, had a better outcome after using the drug. I thought that if there were to
be drug trials for this drug or a similar drug, it might be useful to test that out. This was
something important that I learned, because time intervals in taking a drug can make a big
difference.Finally, after researching the conditions, treatments for them, and a drug trial for one
of the disorders, I made a small section at the end for patient recommendations of which
treatments a patient should have.

Throughout this project, I felt that this reflected the knowledge that I have already
acquired in learning about this topic because I used a lot of the resources that I used in many of
my research assessments. Also, the things that I learned overall led me to come up with this
idea for an Original Work project. This has applications in the real world, because it could
possibly help people learn about hematologic disorders and how they can be treated. I grew
personally through this project because I did a lot of research, much more extensive than I had



been used to. Also, I grew professionally because I learned skills that would help me in future
projects and assignments.

One of the most difficult things that I dealt with was not being able to find sample patient
data. I had no idea where to look for data, and my teacher showed me where I might be able to
find some information, which helped a lot. I also had a lot of roadblocks while I was working on
this project, because I wasn’t sure of my course of events. Finding patient data was one of the
hardest things for me, and I thought of changing my whole project so that I could work without
the sample patient data. I eventually changed a lot of things last minute, and this ended up
costing me in the quality of my project. There are so many things that I know I could have
included, but because I had to change a lot of things, I was not able to incorporate things at the
last minute. This was a learning experience for me, if anything, and I think that one of the ways
that I could avoid problems like this in the future or at least be better prepared if they occur is by
creating a project timeline and having a back-up plan. I am sure that I would save a lot of time
and energy if I implement that while I work. Since this was one of the biggest projects I have
done since it was so long-term - taking over 15 hours of work over the course of almost two
months - it would help a lot to be better prepared for problems that could come up. Effective
planning and communication with my teacher when I get stuck are the best ways to avoid
getting into huge problems.


